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Preface

Purpose

This manual explains the functionality of the DataMagnet and provides for a hands-on
experience of this unique software tool.

Organization of Chapters

Chapter 1, “Welcome the DataMagnet”

Introduces the benefits of the application and how it can help you.

Chapter 2, “Getting Started”

Explains how you can demo the DataMagnet.

Chapter 3, “User Guide”

Describes the how to unleash the power of the DataMagnet.



Welcome the DataMagnet

You give it an unorganized report, tell it what you want, and like magic your data
appears. A report that was once a disheveled display of customers, order numbers,
and effective dates has suddenly become a detailed masterpiece - full of opportunities
for analysis and number-crunching. The infamous fourth quarter numbers are now at
your mercy - the once treacherous records of work order requests and cost center
comparisons are now held at bay.........

e [Easyto use.
Just get in and drive and leave the mechanics to us.

e Powerful yet simple functionality.
Gives you the ability to select what data you want.

e Leave the complex logic in the report program.
No need to rewrite, modify and maintain customized reports.

e Output to multiple file formats.
Choose from XLS, CSV and TXT file layouts.

e Port the data directly into a spreadsheet.
It doesn’t get any better than this....



Getting Started

The DataMagnet is free and includes some demo reports for you to review the
functionality.

To download and install visit: www.erpcons.com
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The DataMagnet Interface

The DataMagnet interface is composed of following 5 areas. (fig. 1)

Menu Bar — Contains various informational and control options.

File section — Allows for selection and control of Report, RDF and Output files.
Field section — Allows for selection and control of report data fields.

Status and Statistics — Provides for information of report processing.

Message — Displays informational messaging.

So what makes the DataMagnet run? Each report must have a Report Description File
or RDF for short. These files provide the information needed for the application to pull
the data off the report. Visit our website for details and documentation on how to create
an RDF.
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The DataMagnet Interface.
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Working with the DataMagnet

The DataMagnet converts the data on standard ASCII text into organized column formats for
importing into tables, databases and spreadsheets for additional analysis. Therefore, the first step in

working with the DataMagnet is to run your report to a file.

Based on your system environment you might have to move your report so it can be accessed from
the DataMagnet. Your IT support personnel should be able to assist you with this.

Let's walk though the simple process of converting a report.

For example, assume our report looks like (fig. 2).

glctrrp.p Cost Center Activity Report
Page: 1 Starship Enterprises
Primary Entity Reporting Currency: us

Exchange Rate:

Period Activity

Date: 08/20/03
Time: 20:39:59

IcC Description Account Description 01/01/02 - 12/31/02 Total
0100 Power Unit Sales 1500 INVENTORY 43,000.00cr
3010 SALES 200,503.00cr
3900 SALES DISCOUNTS 0.00
5050 COGS MATERIAL 25,952.00
5100 PURCHASES 0.00
6300 LABOR 24,350.30
6480 COGS BURDEN 720.00
6860 COGS LABOR 120.00
192,360.70cr
0150 Accessories Sales 3010 SALES 0.00
0.00
0200 FUSION DEVICE SALES 1500 INVENTORY 0.00
5100 PURCHASES 100,000.00cr
100,000.00cr
0300 NAVIGATION EQUIP SALES 0.00
0301 Domestic Sales 3010 SALES 500,000.00cr
500,000.00cr
0302 Government Sales 3010 SALES 100,000.00
100,000.00
(fig. 2)




Open the DataMagnet.

Click the [Report] button in the File Section. A dialog box will open for you to navigate and select your
report. (figs. 3 & 4)

DataMagnet

File Settings Tools Help

Fl|select a Report File

v Launch Excel

( fig. 3)
Select a Report to Process ... @
Look in: |@ Demo j = £ B~
5 =) idemarpt1 bxt:
L I'éj demarpkz, bk
Mp Recent [Z] demorpt.bxt
Dacuments Ej demarpt. bt
,—,-l-_-:
Desktop
iy Documents
ky Cormputer
by M etwork, Filz narne: | ﬂ
Flaces
Files of type: |8l Files 7] ~| Cancel
(fig. 4)
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After selecting a report the DataMagnet automatically finds and loads the corresponding Report
Description File (RDF) and names an Output file. These files are displayed in their file section fields.
By default, the output file assumes the same name as the report file with the format type as an
extension. (fig. 5)

Notice that the RDF, Output and Run buttons are now enabled and the field section displays the data
fields on the report.

A DataMagnet E| El E|

Eile Settings Tools Help

|E:"~Dh-1 Srpts D emohdemarpt. bt

ROF 1E:'\DM'\rdf\DemD\demDrpt.rdf
Output |I::"~Dl'-1"u:uut'\demu:ur|:ut.:-:la
Run W Launch Excel ik i.-'-‘«llF!eu:Drds -
Cost Center Activity Report
Cutput] Colurin Latel
L e |F|ec:T_I,I|:|e [
= | Currericy
|| - |CostCenter
= | Description
- |Au:u:u:uunt

: » |.-’-‘-.c:c:|:|unt D ezcription A
= - [[ Period Activity | v

(fig. 5)

After a Report file is selected.
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Next, click the [Run] Button.

Notice that the Status and Statistic section shows that the process is running and a status bar
indicating percentage complete. The [Run] button also changes to a [Cancel] button. (fig. 6)
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o |
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]E:'xDM'xrdf'xD emo‘demorpt. rdf

Dutput JE:'\DM'\Dut\demurpt.:-:ls

W Launch Excel Warite: {."—"."HE.'CDrdS V]

; Cost Center Activity Report
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Magnet Running b | — |RecType
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(fig. 6)

DataMagnet is running.

Generating Spreadsheet ..
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When the conversion process is finished, the DataMagnet automatically opens the spreadsheet
containing the data from your report. (fig. 7)

Microsoft Excel - demorpt. xls

|E_1 File Edit “jew Insert Format  Tools Data Window  Help
HRNE=E" NEYE= NN - vl@ﬂinrial - 10
A3 - o T
A | B | C | D | E
RecType Currency Cost Center Description Account Account Description |01:01/02 - 12/31/02
us 100 Power Unit Sales F 600 INVENTORY -43000.00
us B100 Power Lnit Sales =010 SALES -200503.00
us D100 Power Lnit Sales =800 SALES DISCOUNTS 0.00
us 100 Pawer Unit Sales 050 COGS MATERIAL 25952 00
Us D100 Power Unit Salas E100 PURCHASES 0.00
us T100 Power Lnit Sales E300 LABOR 24350.30
us 100 Pawer Unit Sales Baa0 COGS BURDEM 720.00
us 100 Power Unit Sales EaE0 COGS LABOR 120.00
T S D100 Power Lnit Sales -192360.70
us 180 Accessories Sales =010 SALES 0.00
T s 150 Accessories Sales 0.aa
us 200 FUSION DEVICE SALES FE800 INVENTORY 0.00
us 200 FUSION DEYICE SALES 5100 PURCHASES -100000.00
T us 200 FUSION DEVICE SALES -100000.00
T us 300 MAVIGATION EQUIP SALES 0.00
us h301 Domeastic Sales =010 SALES -£00000.00
T 5 (=g Domestic Sales -500000.00
s =02 Govarmment Sales =010 SALES 100000.00
T S (T, Goverhment Sales 100000.00
T 5 D430 Power Products Sales 0.00
T us foa0 SOFTWARE 0.00
us 020 SALES 7200 SALARIES & WAGES 100000.00
us 020 SALES 7280 TRAVEL 0.00
us 020 SALES 7300 EMTERTAINMENT 0.00
T us 020 SALES 100000.00
us P030 OPERATIONS 7200 SALARIES & WAGES 250000.00 | »
M 4 » M[\Cost Center Activity Report / |< Al
Ready
(fig. 7)

Output in Spreadsheet.
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The DataMagnet also displays the run statistics in the Status and Statistics section. (fig. 8)

e

™

Complete

Run Time: 00:02
1026 Lines Processed
510 Linez Written

(fig. 8)

DataMagnet Run Statistics.
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Output Formatting

The DataMagnet allows you to select from three types of formats for your output.
They are Text (TXT), Comma Delimited (CSV) and an Excel Spreadsheet (XLS).
Some additional output options may be displayed in the file section area next to the [Run] button.

Text Formatting (fig. 9)
e Provides options to select delimiters and text qualifiers.
Output files any extension other than .csv or .xls will default to text formatting.
The check box enables/disables the text qualifier.
All character data fields will be qualified with the selected text qualifier.
Quotes contained in a field will be replaced by two quotes only when the text qualifier is
enabled.

Output |E:"~D b oLt dernorpt. bt

Dielirniter: || - v Test Qualfier | -

( fig. 9)

Comma Delimited (fig. 10)
e No additional user options.
e Character data fields that contain a comma or double quotes will be qualified with double
quotes (*).
e Quotes contained in a field will be replaced by two quotes.

Output |E:"-.Dh-1'x|:|ut'\dem|:|rpt.csv

(fig. 10)

Excel Spreadsheet (fig. 11)

Displays an option to Launch Excel.

Data is automatically put into spreadsheet.
Inserts column headers.

Maintains text, numeric and date formats.

Output |E:"~Dh-1"~u::ut'xdemu::rpt.:-:ls

Fun v Laurch Excel

(fig. 11)
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Field Management

The DataMagnet’s field section provides easy access for output field management. (fig. 12) Each field
has two properties, Output and Label described below in more detail.

Output
e The output property is used to include/exclude the fields from the output file.
e Simply double click to toggle. “=>" to include or “ ” (blank) to exclude the field..

Label

e The label property is the field name that will appear as a column header in the output file.

e All labels can be changed except those that are enclosed in brackets [ Label ]. The brackets
indicate that the label is a data label. i.e. the label is a dynamic field label on the report and
changing this label will not show in the output file. Refer to the [ Period Activity ] field in the
following example.

Field Order Buttons
e The field order buttons are to the right of the Field section.
e Use these buttons to move the selected output field up or down in the list.

Cost Center Activity Report

Dutput] Calurnn Label
-r |RecType

Curmency

Cozt Center
Dreszcription
Account

Account Description
[ Period Activity |

I S S A S N S
AR R R R

|
< >

(fig. 12)
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Filtering & Record Types
The DataMagnet provides additional flexibility for the user with the introduction of a filtering control
and record types. (fig. 13)

Many reports contain some form of totaling. In most cases, the totals reside under a group of detalil
records. Depending on the exercise, the user may wish to see or not see these records.

For those reports where it's most suitable the DataMagnet will enable the write filtering control and
set a record type. Note: a record type field (RecType) has been added to the Field Section.

The write filtering control has 3 settings: All Records, Details Only and Totals Only.

The Record Type field can contain one of the types below.

Types Record
Detail (No types for Detail records)
T Total
T1, T2,.. Tn Subtotal/Total
B Beginning Balance Total

For an example of record types in the output see (fig. 8).

Wite: |All Records -

Al Becords

Detailz Only .
Tatalz Onl

Cost Center Activity Report

Output| Colurmn Label
- |RecType

Curmency

Cost Center
Dreszcription
Account

Account Description
[ Period Activity ]

H I I I I
B R

<« >

( fig. 13)
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Report Description Files
Each report must have a System RDF (report description file).

The System RDF is the default RDF used by the auto find feature of the DataMagnet. In some cases
however, the DataMagnet may not be able to automatically find the RDF. Click the RDF button and
manually select the RDF file.

RDF auto find options are described in more detail later in this guide. Refer to Configuration Options
section.

Personal RDFs

We have previously demonstrated various tools and options to customize the output from the
DataMagnet for your needs The Personal RDF feature allows you to save these settings for future
use with the selected report.

From the File menu select the Save RDF As... (fig. 14)
This will open a dialog box for you to save your personal RDF.

Personal RDFs can only be manually selected by using the RDF button.

A Personal RDF can be modified and saved as another Personal RDF.

DataMagrlet
-8 Sethings  Help

Tl Chrl+h
Select Report,.. F3

Dok Srpts Doemot demorpt, bt

Save RDF As...

Dok Srdf Dremodemorpt. rdf

Ezxit

Output |E:'\DM"-.::|ut'xdemarpt.:-:Is
Fiun v Launch Excel
(fig. 14)
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Menu Bar Selections

The Menu Bar on the DataMagnet contains three menus, File, Settings and Help.
Selections for each menu are described in the following section.

File Menu
DataMagnet
=0 Settings Tools Help
Mew Chrl+1
Select Report,,, F3
DA rpthDemohdemorpt. kst
Save RDF As...
Exit Db hrdftDemotdemorpt. rdf
Output |EZ"-.DM'\DUt"-.dEI‘I‘|D[|:It.H|S
(fig. 15)
New Clears all the DataMagnet fields and resets the default work settings.
Select Report Opens the report selection dialog box. (fig. 4)
Save RDF As Opens the save dialog box for RDFs.
Exit Closes the DataMagnet application.
Settings Menu
DataMagnet
File BE=idpiEN Tools Help

onfiguration Options

Save Current Setkings oD emodemarpt, bt

Cutput File Type »
MLt — rdft D ernchdemarpt. rdf
—— |
Dukput ||:Z"-.DM"'.DLJ|:"-\.II|EI'I'ID[|:I|:.H|S
(fig. 16)
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Configuration Options Opens the DataMagnet configuration settings window. (fig. 17)

Configuration Options

DataMagnet Settings

RDF dutoFind: | Default - By Filename ﬂ

Dizabled ~
:Diefault - By Filename
Line 1 Calumng 1-14
Line 1 Calumnz B7-80
Line 1 Calumng 119132
Line 2 Calumng 1-14
Line & Columnz §7-80

Line 2 Calurnng 119132 %
—_— T —

(fig. 17)

RDF AutoFind: Displays a list of search options to automatically find the Report Description File.

Search Options:
Disabled

e The auto find is not performed and the RDF file must be manually selected.
e RDF validation is not performed.

Default

e The DataMagnet searches for a RDF file with the same name as the report file in the RDF
folder.

e RDF validation is not performed.

Line 1 Pos 1-14 .... Line n Pos pl-p2
e These options are only valid for reports in TEXT format.

e The DataMagnet reads the column positions on the corresponding report line to get the
report ID (program name) and the tries to find a RDF file with this name in the RDF folder.
If this find is unsuccessful, then the Default search is performed.

e RDF Validation is performed to warn the user if the RDF file does not match the report.
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Save Current Settings Opens a confirmation window to save the current session settings as your
default work settings. (fig 18)

Current settings that are saved:

Report, RDF and Output file paths.
Output file type.

Delimiter and text qualifier options.
Write filter for record types.

X)

Sawve Current Settings
Saves Current Sethings as Default Work Settings
Report Path: C:ADRMwptDemo

ROF Path: C:ADkrdfhDemo
Cutput Path:  C:ADb ot

Output File Type: xlz
Winte: All Recards

Launch Excel: pes
Deliriter; |

IJze Text Qualifier: ves

Text Qualifier; "

Save

(fig. 18)

Output File Type  Opens a submenu with options to change the current file type for the output file.

SubMenu Options:
e Excel Spreadsheet (XLS).
e Comma Separated (CSV).
e Text (TXT).
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Tools Menu

Select All Fields

Deselect All Fields

Group Selected Fields

Cost Center Activity Report Cost Center Activity Report

DataMagnet

File  Settings S

Select All Figlds
Deselect all Fields

Selects all the Output Fields.

Deselects all the Output Fields.

Groups all the selected output fields and moves them to the top of the field
section. (fig. 20)

Bep  Group Selected Fields m
RODF |I::"~D MrdfsD ernohdernorpt. idf
Output |I::"-.D b outs demarpt. «lz
(fig. 19)

Output) Column Label Dutput] Colurnn Lakbel
> |RecType [ p| -+ |RecTepe ]
] Currency || ~> |Cost Center
| - |Cost Center | = [Account
[p | D escription | > |Account Description
| - |Account | > |[Period Activity ]
| > |Account Description ] Currency
|| - |[Period Activity ] Il Description
(fig. 20)
Before Group After Group
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Help Menu

DataMagnet Help
ERP Consulting
About RDF

About DataMagnet

X

About DataMagnet
~ D atakd agret
Wersion 3.4.3

Copyright & 2004 - 2009
ERF Conzulting
All Rights Reserved.

Wharning: Thiz program iz protected by copyright laws.

Swztem Info...

(fig. 21)

Help Documentation.

Link to Website, www.erpcons.com .

Displays information about the Report Description File. (fig. 22)

Displays DataMagnet information.

About RDF X

Created On: 10/06/04

Derno Syskern Yersion: 1.0
DataMagnet Yersion: 2.01
Licensed To: Starship Enterprises

(fig. 22)
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Contact Information

ERP Consulting, LLC
141 South Main Street
Beacon Falls, CT 06403
Tel. (203) 723-2892

Www.erpcons.com

=24 -


http://www.erpcons.com/

